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The Four Parts of Din 


The sole objective of our lives is to acquire the Pleasure of Allāh 3$, which can only be achieved by 


following the whole Din. The whole Din can be categorised into four parts: 


|. External actions, which comprise of: 
a. Performing good actions e.g. Salàh; 
b. Refraining from sinful actions e.g. backbiting. 


2. Internal qualities, which comprise of: 


a. Purifying the heart from debasing qualities e.g. pride; 


b. Adorning the heart with praiseworthy traits e.g. humbleness. 


Allah 4 has laid down commands relating to both the external and the internal aspects of Din. In both, 
there are Do’s and Don’ts. For example, performing Salah, giving Zakah, fasting and performing Hajj are 
external actions which must be carried out; whilst causing physical harm, stealing and consuming haram 
are external actions which must be avoided. Similarly, jealousy, malice and pride are debasing qualities 
of the heart which are prohibited; whilst Shukr (being grateful to Allah $8) and Sabr (patience) and 


humbleness are praiseworthy qualities with which every Muslim should strive to adorn his heart. 


We can therefore conclude that our duties as Muslims are: to carry out good actions; to refrain from sinful 
actions; to purify the heart from debasing qualities; and to adorn the heart with praiseworthy qualities. All 
four are termed as Al-A‘mal As-Salihah (good deeds) and our success lies in carrying them out. Allah 36 


States: 


Verily those who believe and do good deeds, for them shall be gardens beneath which rivers flow. 
That is the great success. (85:11) 


Tazkiyah and its Importance 


The process of removing the debasing qualities from the heart and adorning it with the praiseworthy 
qualities is known as Tazkiyah (soul purification). Through Tazkiyah a person first begins to recognise the 
shortcomings in his inner traits, such as the existence of pride and miserliness. As a result, he is able to 
exert effort and replace them with praiseworthy qualities such as humbleness and generosity. Allah 3$ has 


emphasised the importance of Tazkiyah in the Glorious Qur’an by taking oath of seven different things 
before stating: 


Undoubtedly, the one who purified it (the soul) has succeeded and the one who soiled it (through 
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kufr, shirk, sin) has certainly failed. (91:9-10) 
‘Ilm and Tazkiyah 


In order to understand the Commands of Allah 3€ and to carry them out, it is necessary to acquire ‘ilm. 
Through ‘ilm, we will be able to understand what we are required to do in every situation. Regarding the 
external actions for example, ‘ilm is required to understand the pre-requisites of Salah as well as all the 


necessary aspects within Salah. Similar is the case for the inner qualities; a person will require ‘ilm to 
understand which qualities are prohibited and the consequences of having such qualities. For example, our 
beloved Nabi # has informed us that a person with pride equivalent to a mustard seed in his heart will not 


enter Jannah (without first going in Jahannam). (Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah). 


However, without Tazkiyah ‘ilm is not beneficial, as we find that a person has ‘ilm but is unable to practice 
according to it despite having the desire to do so. For example, a person is aware that offering Fajr Salah is 
compulsory, but is unable to leave his bed and go to the masjid. Similarly, despite being aware that sinful 
glances are not permissible, he is unable to control the gaze from lustful glances. The reason for this is a 
lack of spiritual stamina to carry out the Commands of Allah 4s. Through the process of Tazkiyah, a person 
purifies his heart from debasing qualities and as a result gains the spiritual stamina required to fulfil all the 
external actions Commands of Allah $5. 


External Actions Hold No Value without Tazkiyah 


Another important point to understand is that without purifying the heart, despite carrying out the external 
actions of Din, they may not be accepted in the Court of Allah 36. This is because a corrupt heart could lead 
to a person performing deeds with the wrong intention. For example, if a person performs a good action 
with the intention of acquiring fame, he will gain no reward whatsoever, rather he will be answerable in 
the Court of Allah 46. Even though outwardly his action may appear perfect and in accordance with the 
Commands of Allah 3€ and the Sunnah of Nabi 3, due to his insincerity his action will yield no benefit. 


The importance of a purified heart has been explained by Nabi 3 in a hadith: 


Indeed there is a piece of flesh in the body; if it is sound, then the whole body will be sound and if it 
is corrupt then the whole body will be corrupt. Indeed it is the heart. (Al-Bukhari) 


Tazkiyah: The Key to Practising the Whole Din 


From the above, it is clear that Tazkiyah is the path that leads to the reformation of the heart, providing the 
spiritual stamina required for external actions; and making them perfect and worthy of acceptance. Having 


understood the importance of Tazkiyah, the question arises as to how it can be achieved. For this, read and 
study "The Path to Purification', published by At-Tazkiyah*. 


Let us recognise the importance of Tazkiyah and exert effort towards its acquisition, so that we may 
practice the whole Din and acquire the eternal bliss of the Hereafter. 







(Hadrat Mawlana) 
Muhammad Saleem Dhorat 
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The Four Parts of Din 
The sole objective of our lives is to acquire the Pleasure of Allah 46, which can only be achieved by 
following the whole Din. The whole Din can be categorised into four parts: 
|. External actions, which comprise of: 
a. Performing good actions e.g. Salah; 
b. Refraining from sinful actions e.g. backbiting. 
2. Internal qualities, which comprise of: 


a. Purifying the heart from debasing qualities e.g. pride; 





b. Adorning the heart with praiseworthy traits e.g. humbleness. 


Allah 3$ has laid down commands relating to both the external and the internal aspects of Din. In both, 
there are Do's and Don’ts. For example, performing Salah, giving Zakah, fasting and performing Hajj are 
external actions which must be carried out; whilst causing physical harm, stealing and consuming haram 
are external actions which must be avoided. Similarly, jealousy, malice and pride are debasing qualities 
of the heart which are prohibited; whilst Shukr (being grateful to Allah 36) and Sabr (patience) and 


humbleness are praiseworthy qualities with which every Muslim should strive to adorn his heart. 


We can therefore conclude that our duties as Muslims are: to carry out good actions; to refrain from sinful 
actions; to purify the heart from debasing qualities; and to adorn the heart with praiseworthy qualities. All 


four are termed as Al-A‘mal As-Salihah (good deeds) and our success lies in carrying them out. Allah % 
States: 


Verily those who believe and do good deeds, for them shall be gardens beneath which rivers flow. 
That is the great success. (85:11) 


Tazkiyah and its Importance 


The process of removing the debasing qualities from the heart and adorning it with the praiseworthy 
qualities is known as Tazkiyah (soul purification). Through Tazkiyah a person first begins to recognise the 
shortcomings in his inner traits, such as the existence of pride and miserliness. As a result, he is able to 
exert effort and replace them with praiseworthy qualities such as humbleness and generosity. Allah $5 has 


emphasised the importance of Tazkiyah in the Glorious Qur'àn by taking oath of seven different things 
before stating: 


Undoubtedly, the one who purified it (the soul) has succeeded and the one who soiled it (through 
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kufr, shirk, sin) has certainly failed. (91:9-10) 
‘Ilm and Tazkiyah 


In order to understand the Commands of Allah 35 and to carry them out, it is necessary to acquire ‘ilm. 
Through ‘ilm, we will be able to understand what we are required to do in every situation. Regarding the 
external actions for example, ‘ilm is required to understand the pre-requisites of Salah as well as all the 
necessary aspects within Salah. Similar is the case for the inner qualities; a person will require ‘ilm to 
understand which qualities are prohibited and the consequences of having such qualities. For example, our 


beloved Nabi Æ has informed us that a person with pride equivalent to a mustard seed in his heart will not 
enter Jannah (without first going in Jahannam). (Abu Dawid, At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah). 


However, without Tazkiyah ‘ilm is not beneficial, as we find that a person has ‘ilm but is unable to practice 
according to it despite having the desire to do so. For example, a person is aware that offering Fajr Salah is 
compulsory, but is unable to leave his bed and go to the masjid. Similarly, despite being aware that sinful 
glances are not permissible, he is unable to control the gaze from lustful glances. The reason for this is a 
lack of spiritual stamina to carry out the Commands of Allah 4. Through the process of Tazkiyah, a person 
purifies his heart from debasing qualities and as a result gains the spiritual stamina required to fulfil all the 
external actions Commands of Allah 45. 


External Actions Hold No Value without Tazkiyah 


Another important point to understand is that without purifying the heart, despite carrying out the external 
actions of Din, they may not be accepted in the Court of Allah 36. This is because a corrupt heart could lead 
to a person performing deeds with the wrong intention. For example, if a person performs a good action 
with the intention of acquiring fame, he will gain no reward whatsoever, rather he will be answerable in 
the Court of Allah 4. Even though outwardly his action may appear perfect and in accordance with the 
Commands of Allah 3$ and the Sunnah of Nabi 3#, due to his insincerity his action will yield no benefit. 


The importance of a purified heart has been explained by Nabi 3% in a hadith: 
Indeed there is a piece of flesh in the body; if it is sound, then the whole body will be sound and if it 
is corrupt then the whole body will be corrupt. Indeed it is the heart. (Al-Bukhari) 

Tazkiyah: The Key to Practising the Whole Din 


From the above, it is clear that Tazkiyah is the path that leads to the reformation of the heart, providing the 
spiritual stamina required for external actions; and making them perfect and worthy of acceptance. Having 


understood the importance of Tazkiyah, the question arises as to how it can be achieved. For this, read and 
study “The Path to Purification’, published by At-Tazkiyah*. 


Let us recognise the importance of Tazkiyah and exert effort towards its acquisition, so that we may 
practice the whole Din and acquire the eternal bliss of the Hereafter. 





(Hadrat Mawlana) 
Muhammad Saleem Dhorat 
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20. Know that the life of this world is merely play, futility, decoration, boasting among each other and 
rivalry in wealth and children. The example of this is like rain which feeds the plants that amaze farmers. 
Thereafter it dries and you will see it become yellow, only to be reduced to bits. In the Hereafter there shall 
be severe punishment, forgiveness and (Allah’s) pleasure. The life of this world is but a commodity of 
deception. 21. Race towards the forgiveness of your Lord and a Heaven, the width of which is like that of 
the sky and the earth. It has been prepared for those who believe in Allah and His messengers. That is the 
grace of Allah which He gives to whoever He desires. Allah is the Possessor of immense grace. 


The World is a Place of Deception rain falls, plants and vegetation begin to flourish. 


Plantations begin to grow very well and farmers 
are extremely happy with the growth. However, as 
time takes its toll on the fields, they start drying up 
and becoming yellow. Not long afterwards, they 


are reduced to nothing, a far cry from what they 


WCIC. 


Allah & describes the life of this world in the above 
verse. Allah & says, "Know that the life of this world 
is merely play, futility, decoration..." Everything 
in this world appears to be very beautiful and 
attractive. Those who have a great deal of wealth 
will be “boasting among each other and (engaging 
in) rivalry in wealth and children.” When people It is the same with this world. While everything 
resin to do this, they quickly forget Allah && Who appears to be beautiful and enticing, people forget 
^ granted all their wealth to them. Allah 3$ says x e: Gauls They then pn^ in all types of 
in Surah At-Takathur, “Rivalry in amassing wealth illicit activities to earn wealth. This us them to 
hall destroy you until you reach the graves." steal, Soph LAT: and bribe people T to = 
(1021-2) money. Many of those who earn their money in à 
"a halal manner also fall prey to the love of wealth 
when they begin to neglect their fard (obligatory) 


and wajib (compulsory) duties while earning. There 


Allah % goes on to describe the transitory nature 
of this world when He says, "The example of this 


world) is like rain which feed the plants that are very few people who are conscious of halal 
mac farmers. Thereafter it dries and you will see (lawful) and haram (unlawful) when it concerns 
become yellow, only to be reduced to bits.” When earning and who avoid sinning in the process. It 


n——————————rsáÓ———————————— 





is tragic that many people make their livelihood 
a curse for themselves, flouting the Shari‘ah and 
subjecting themselves to the punishment of the 
Hereafter. Referring to this, Allah 36 says, “In the 
Hereafter there shall be severe punishment.” On 
the contrary, the Hereafter shall hold “forgiveness 
and (Allah 3&'s) Pleasure" for those who abstain 
from unlawful earnings and who spend their wealth 
in the right courses. Instead of their wealth being a 
cause for “severe punishment” in the Akhirah, their 
wealth shall be a cause of “forgiveness and (Allah 


35's) pleasure.” 


Allah 3$ ends the verse by saying, "The life of 
this world is but a commodity of deception.” In 
this world, neither are the lives of people nor 
everything else eternal. The person who places his 
reliance in this world shall become negligent of the 
Akhirah, where he will suffer for this negligence. 
A truly intelligent person is he who does not attach 


his heart to this world and who focuses his attention 
on the Akhirah. 


The Command to Race to Allah 5€'s Forgiveness 
and Heaven 


Once it has become evident that this world and 
everything it contains is of a fleeting nature, sound 
intelligence demands that people should rather 
compete with each other in the race towards Allah 
35's Forgiveness and the permanent abode of the 
Hereafter. Therefore, Allah 36 says, "Race towards 
the forgiveness of your Lord and a Heaven, the 


width of which is like that of the sky and the 
earth. " 


Competing with each other in the race towards 
Heaven is an act of extreme virtue because, 
unlike any other race, every participant gains 
tremendously. Allah 5€ shall reward every person 
for his/her effort and none will have to concede 
the rewards of their deeds to another. No person's 
reward will be deducted from that of another. Of 


course, the rewards will be earned in full when the 


ee 


deeds are carried out sincerely and without hurting 


others. 


This verse encourages the believers to compete 
with each other in carrying out good deeds, much 
like verse 133 of Sirah Al-‘Imran where Allāh 
36 says, “Hasten to the forgiveness of your Lord 
and that Heaven which has the expanse of the 
heavens and the earth and has been prepared for 
the pious.” Both of these verses encourage people 
not to delay in carrying out good deeds because one 
has no guarantee of life. No good deed should be 
postponed for another day because the opportunity 


may never present itself again. 


The verse of Surah Al-Hadid states, “a Heaven, 
the width of which is like that of the sky and the 
earth" and the verse of Sürah Al-'Imràn states, 
"that Heaven which has the expanse of the heavens 
and the earth." In both cases, the size of the sky 
and the earth has been used to describe the size 
of Heaven because the earth and the sky are the 
largest phenomena known to man. In reality, 
Heaven is much larger than the earth and sky. 
Sayyiduna Abū Sa‘id Al-Khudri narrates that the 
Prophet 3% said, "Indeed there are a hundred stages 
in Heaven. A single stage of these is sufficient to 


contain the entire universe." ( At- Tirmidh1) 


The Prophet 35 has also mentioned that the Heaven 
that the person of the lowest level of Heaven shall 


have is ten times larger than this world. (Mishkat 
from Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


Allah 3 says that Heaven "has been prepared for 
those who believe in Allah and His messengers.” 
This verse makes it clear that people who do not 
believe in Allah % and who falsify the Prophets 
*3 will not be able to enter Heaven. A person who 
believes in Allah 36 and the Prophet who appeared 
in his time shall be worthy of Heaven irrespective 


of the time in which he lived. 
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TRUE GENEROSITY 
Sayyidunà ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbds narrates 
that “Rasulullah * had the highest level of 
jüd from amongst the people.” (Al-Bukhari) 
What is Jüd? 
Jud literally means generosity, but it is in actual fact 
à khaslah (commendable trait) of the heart. Shaykh- 


ul-Hadith, Hadrat Mawlana Muhammad Saleem 





Dhorat hafizahullah mentions that jüd is a quality 
of the heart gained through the rectification of one’s 


soul which results in one being generous. 


It 1$ important to understand that the level of 
jud cannot be gauged by looking at a person's 
generosity. Similarly, one cannot gauge the level of 
generosity by looking at how much a person spends. 
For example, a person only has £100 from which he 
spends £5. On the other hand, another person has 
£10,000 from which he spends £50. In the apparent, 
it seems that the person who has spent £50 1s more 
generous. However, after calculating the percentage, 
the one who spent £5 is actually more generous as 


his sacrifice 1$ more. 


We understand this concept from the story of 
Sayyidunà Abū Bakr & and Sayyiduna “Umar 4. 
Sayyiduna ‘Umar 4 thought that the amount he 
had brought was more than the amount Sayyiduna 
Abū Bakr & brought, but when Rasülullah 5€ asked 
Sayyidunà Abd Bakr 4, "What have you left at 
home?” He replied, "I have left the Pleasure of 


Allah and His Rasül." Upon hearing this, Sayyiduna 
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‘Umar & 


realised that although the amount he 
had given was larger in quantity, the sacrifice of 
Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Æ was much greater which 
made him more generous. 


Benefits of Jud 


Once the quality of jud enters a person’s heart, it 
brings many other qualities with it. Amongst these 
are: 


——— 


. Whenever he will spend, it will only be for the 
Pleasure of Allah 3$ and for the Hereafter. 


n. 


. He will spend the right item in the right place. For 
example, He will give clothes to those in need of 
it and give food to the hungry. He will not give 
food to the unclothed and clothes to the hungry. 

3. He will spend without being asked. 

4. He will regularly spend in the Path of Allah 35. 


We understand from this that just by bringing the 
quality of jüd into our lives, many other good traits 
will soon follow. Similarly, by purifying our hearts, 


many other qualities will also come into our lives. 


In this hadith, Sayyiduna Ibn “Abbas 4 mentions 
that Rasülullàh 3$ had the highest level of jüd. 
As explained above, jüd is achieved through the 
purification of the heart. Furthermore, it is also 
known that Rasülullàh 33 had the highest level 
of tazkiyah; therefore, without doubt, he had the 


highest level of jüd from amongst the people. 


May Allah 3$ give us the ability to strive for soul- 


purification and bring the quality of jüd into our 
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GUIDANCE IN ALL MATTERS 
Sayyiduna Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah — narrates 
that, "Rasulullah * would teach [the 
method of] Istikharah in all matters just as 
he would teach us a sürah from the Qur'an. " 
(At-Tirmidhi) 
What is Istikharah? 
The word istikharah comes from the Arabic word 
‘khayr’ which means goodness. Therefore, the noun 
isikharah means to ‘seek goodness (from Allah)’ 
i.e. when a person looks to carry out an action and is 
unaware of the outcome, he seeks divine assistance 


from Allah 3€ that he be given guidance in the 
matter. 


Nowadays, unfortunately, Istikharah has become 
confined to seeking goodness in only matrimonial 
matters. However, Istikharah is general in its 
application. 


How Will I Know the Outcome of My 

Istikharah? 

Mufti Saeed Ahmed Palanpuri hafizahullah mentions 
that it is not apparent in the Ahadith how exactly a 
person will know of the outcome of his Istikharah, 


however, experience shows that either: 


|. A person will see in his dream the outcome. The 
dream may be clear or vague which will then need 
interpreting. 

2. A strong inclination will come in the heart of the 
person to carry out the action. It may also be that 
a person completely feels that he evade the matter 


altogether. 


The Wisdom of Doing Istikharah 


Hadrat Shah Waliyullah Muhaddith Dehlawi 4$ 


mentions two wisdoms behind doing Istikharah, 


|. A person turns to Allah 5$ only, believing that 
only Allah 3$ will fulfil his needs. Contrary to 


the beliefs of the days of ignorance, where they 


would depend on luck to decide their future by 


carrying out unusual practices. 


N 


_A person creates within himself the qualities of 
the angels because he puts aside his own agenda 


and opinion, and places complete reliance and 
trust in Allah $5. 


WORLDLY PRISON 


Sayyiduna Abū Hurayrah # narrates that 
Rasülullah 5* said, “The world is a prison 


for the Believer and paradise for a non- 
Believer." (Muslim) 


The Muhaddithin have given two interpretations of 
this hadith: 


Il. A prisoner must abide by specific rules and 
regulations set out by the prison during his 
sentence; he is not at liberty to do what he wishes 
and desires. Likewise, it is vital for a Believer 
that in this world he abides by all the rules and 
regulations set down by his Creator i.e. the 
Commandments of Allah 3€. 


On the other hand, paradise is a place of full 
freedom — where no rules need to be complied 
with. Similarly, the non-Believer does not need to 
abide by the rules and regulations set out by Allah 
3€. hence, this world is a paradise for him. 


2. Even though a prisoner is sentenced for many 
years, he will never consider nor deem the prison 
to be his eternal home. Rather, the passing of days 
will bring joy as he knows he is drawing closer 
to going home. Likewise, it is expected from a 
Believer that he thinks of this world to be like a 
prison and craves for the Hereafter — which ts his 


eternal abode - in the excitement of meeting hts 
Lord. 





Hence, at all times precedence and priority should 
be given to the Commandments of Allah $€ over 
our base desires. A Believer should not consider this 
world to be his objective but instead, the hereafter 
should be his objective and purpose. 
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LESSONS FROM HADITH 








| and 
Answers 


by Hadrat Mawlànà Muhammad 
Yusuf Ludhyanwi 3 


————— 





It is generally well-known that for every 


Muslim it is fard to bathe seven deceased 





people during his/her lifetime. In light of 
the Quran and Ahadith please clarify how far is 
this mas alah correct? 


| It is Farde Kifayah to bathe the deceased; 
if some people [within a locality] do this 


| act then it will suffice on everyone else's 










behalf. It 1s not fard upon every Muslim. 


When we hear the news of the death of a 


Muslim then after hearing it we recite: 





tt MRL sf | 
gli a2) Usa) Ul However, if we hear 
the news of the death of a non-believer, what 1s the 


ruling in this regard? 
A At such a time also, one should remember 
his [own] death and recite this ayah. 
In some areas, in order to make the eldest 
«on the heir after the death of the father, 


he fie. the son] is made to wear à turban 


in a congregation. Is this permissible? 


This is also just a custom, and if it is not 
contrary to any ruling of Shari'ah, e.g. 
the inheritance is distributed to all the 


inheritors [according to Shar’i principles, etc.] then 


s 


there is no problem. 


\ 


not in Pakistan but we had gone to India and 
returned twenty or twenty five days after the death. 
Until today we never pondered regarding who had 
paid for the preparations and burial of our father, 
Many of the close relatives who were present at the 
time [of his death] have also passed away. Now, 
to find out who had paid this amount so that this 


mas alah can be solved, we ask you for guidance. 


A anyone asked for this [payment]. Why 


should you then be worried? 
10 rupees from a friend and I had promised 


Q to return it to him after two days. However, 


with regret, before returning the money my friend 


left this temporary world. What should I do now? 


How should I repay his ten rupees? 
Al owe him is included in his inheritance. 
[t is the responsibility of the debtors that 


they repay the debt to the Shar‘ inheritors. If there 


Whoever has paid for it, there is no sin 


upon [your shoulders] and neither has 


Respected Mawlana sahib, I had borrowed 


The debt of the deceased which people 


are no inheritors present or they are unknown then 


that amount should be paid in sadaqah on behalf of 
the deceased. 


The deceased owes some money to a few 








A If they forgive [the debt] then it is fine. 


My respected mother reached her true 
Master on the night of the Mi'raj (27th 
Rajab) - may Allah % grant her a place 
in Jannat-ul-Fidaws, Amin. Now I would like to 
perform her Qada Salah for her - in fact I have 
already started; however, different people saying 
different things has put me in confusion. For 
example, some people say that each person is 
responsible for his/her own deeds, therefore the 
Qada Salah [on behalf] of the deceased cannot 
be performed. Whilst others say that when one 
can recite the Qur'an and send its rewards to 
the deceased to lighten the burden of his sins [1s 
permissible], and when a debt can be paid off 
to banish the burden of the deceased's debt [is 


permissible], then why can the Qada Salah of a 
deceased not be performed? 





Please can you answer my following two 
questions: 


1) Can I perform the Qada Salah on behalf of my 


respected mother? 


2) What is the method of performing the Qada 


Salah? 
A and Sawm on behalf of another person. 

However, the deceased’s inheritors can 

give fidyah for [the missed] salah and Sawm on 
behalf of the deceased. Hence, if you would like to 
perform the Qada Salah on behalf of your respected 


mother then its method is: if you have the means, 


A person cannot perform fard salah 


then after working out the amount of [outstanding] 
salah, give a fidyah | which is] equal to Sadaqat-ul- 
Fitr for every salah. Including the Witr Salah, there 


will be six fidyahs per day. You can, however, 


| she 
to the nikah date. After the third or tenth day i 
married off her daughter according to the fixed 
date, due to which her close relatives are taunting 


her [by saying] that you have gone contrary to the 
shari'ah by going ahead with the nikah; will there 


be sin for this? 
A over the deceased is for three days; to 
mourn after this is prohibited by Shari‘ah 


(however, the woman whose husband dies will 


According to the Shari'ah, to mourn 


mourn for four months and ten days). Your close 
friend is completely correct by marrying-off her 
daughter on the fixed date. Those who say it was a 


sin, it is their immaturity and ignorance. 


fe) Muharram is the same as [the status of] 


a Shahid; especially those who die on the 9th and 
10th of Muharram. Is this statement correct? 


The one who dies in Muharram will be 
A! [only regarded] a Shahīd when he dies the 

death of a Shahīd. Merely dying in this 
month is not regarded as martyrdom. 


| have heard many times, the status of 


the person who dies in the month of 


| have heard from many people that if a 





man exceeds the age twenty-two years 
and does not marry and dies in this state 
then his Janazah Salah should not be performed. Is 
this correct according to the Qur’an and Ahadith”? 
And if a person is studying and [thus] does not want 


to marry then please write regarding this [too]. 


You have heard wrong. The Janazah of 





an unmarried person is necessary and tard 
just as itis for a married person. However, 
nikah is a protection for one’s chastity. 





My father had passed away with a heart 
attack thirly years ago, At that time we, 


ihe three siblings, were young; we were 


people. As [these people] were very good 


Q friends they are not taking the payment. 


What should be done now? 





í 
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A person consumed a poisonous drug 1.e. 
perform nafl salah send its reward to her. 


he committed suicide, and [as a result] 





The elderly mother of a close friend of 


died. Should an ordinary person be told to 
mine - whose daughter’s nikāh was fixed 


perform his Janazah Salah or the Imam or Khatib 





a year ago - passed away ten days prior of the masjid? Which of these would be better 
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NM Loc EE 
periorming his Salah? And should such a Janazah Continued from page 5 Allah 3€ furth 
MAL all 5s Says further, 


"That is the grace of Allah which He gives 





Sulüh he performed or not? Sayyiduna Abu Bakr = Honours Sayyiduna ‘Ali dm 

Sayyiduna Anas $ narrates that Rasulullah % was once sitting in the Masjid with the 
Sahabah $ around him. Sayyiduna ‘Ali # then arrived, greeted with salam and then 
stood there to look for a place to sit. Rasulullah 3* looked at the faces of the Sahabah :* to 


see which of them would make place for him. Sayyiduna Abu Bakr &, who was sitting on 


| There ts difference of opinion regarding to whoever He desires. Allah is the Possessor 
A the Janüzah Salah of one who has of immense grace. Every person will enter 


c committed suicide; the correct [opinion] Heaven solely because of Allah 3$'s grace. 


s that his Janazah Salah will be performed. It is Therefore, none has the right to boast about his 


nest that ordmary people perform it; respectable deeds because these cannot qualify him to enter 






people should not perform 11 


Is it permissible or impermissible to give 


the adhan [at the grave side] after the 





body has been buned? [his is because on 
ihe "gaesnon and answer shows on the radio one 


Mawiana said it 1s permissible. 


Allàmah Ash-Shami = has mentioned 
in Kitab-ul-Jana’iz [i.e. the Book of 
Janazahs} under Bab-ul-Adhan [1.e. the 
Chapter of Adhan] that this is Bid'ah. 





What is the ruling for burying the pious 


elders in a khangah or madrasah instead 





of in the normal graveyard in the usual 
manner? History clearly shows that after a century 
or half a century, the graves of the pious have 
become centres of bid'ah and shirk. 


— 


The respected Fugaha [Jurists] have 





written that it is makrüh to bury the pious 
J elders and Mashayikh in the bounds of a 


masjid or madrasah. 


A pregnant woman passed away in Our 


villaze. due to childbirth. [Furthermore, | 





her child was not born [alive]. Our imam 


sahib performed therr Janazah Salah. 


Now many people are saying that two Janazah 
Salah should have been performed. They provide 
this evidence that if a pregnant woman was to be 
murdered wer he murderer will be regarded as 


A... 


"rt f reponi 
^ eerie 


X 


$9999999$ Only (Mah = 


A AN SW ^ g 


Heaven. It is Allah 36 who guides people to Belief 


and accepting these deeds are His prerogative. 

















Those who are saying that there should 

A have been two Janazah Salahs are 
incorrect. There will only be one Janazah 

Salah. As the child died in the mother’s stomach, 


there will be no Janazah Salah. 


When someone passes away, some people 


in our village do not go to their house with 





the purpose of reciting Fatihah [i.e. isale 
thawab] as they say it is bid‘ah. We were informed 
by the Imam sahib that, we should only go to show 
sympathy to the house of the deceased for three 
days; however, here most people remain for a 
week with the purpose of isale thawab. So that both 
parties can be guided to the correct path, please 


inform us, is this bid‘ah or an act of reward? 


Ta‘ziyah is Sunnah. [Ta'ziyah| means 

to console the family of the deceased. 

It is not necessary to go to the house 
of the deceased for isale thawab, but you should 
go for ta'ziyah. Isale thawab can be done from 
your own home. It is not sunnah for a person 
who has done ta'ziyah once to go again. We have 
been commanded to limit the mourning [over the 
deceased] for three days; those living far away may 
also show their sympathy after this. It is contrary to 
the Sunnah to sit [at the home of the deceased] with 


the purpose of isale thawab. 


Knows Bool $$ d$ o SeOSes 
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the right of Rasulullah # shifted from his place and said, “Come here, O Abu Al-Hasan.” 
Sayyiduna ‘Ali & then sat between Rasulullah 3 and Sayyiduna Abu Bakr &. The Sahabah 
$ could actually see the happiness on the face of Rasulullah 3 as he said to Sayyiduna 


Abu Bakr &, “O Abu Bakr! It is only the people of virtue who recognise others of virtue." 
(Al-Bidayah Wan-Nihayah) 


Sayyiduna Sa'd & Seeks Protection from the Anger of Rasulullah 2 


Sayyiduna Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas & says, “I was sitting in the masjid with two other persons 
when we insulted Sayyiduna ‘Ali &. When Rasulullah # arrived, we could see the anger 
on his face, so we sought protection in Allah 3€ from his anger. Rasulullah 3 said, "What 
have you got against me? Whoever hurts ‘Ali has hurt me.” (Abu Ya'la) 


Sayyiduna Abu Bakr & Honours Sayyiduna Hasan 


Sayyiduna ‘Abd-ur-Rahman ibn Isbahani & narrates that Sayyiduna Abu Bakr 4 was 
sitting on the pulpit of Rasulullah 3$ when Sayyiduna Hasan ibn ‘Ali 4 (who was still a 
child) came there and said, “Please dismount my grandfather’s place!” Sayyiduna Abu 
Bakr $ said, “You are right. This place is your grandfather's.” Sayyiduna Abu Bakr “ 
then put Sayyiduna Hasan È on his lap and started to weep (thinking of Rasulullah 35). 
Sayyiduna ‘Ali & excused himself saying, "By Allah! This was not by my instruction.” 
"That is true,” Sayyiduna Abu Bakr & agreed, “I had no doubts about it.” (Abu Nu'aym) 


Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas & and Sayyiduna Zayd ibn Thabit “ 
Honour Each Other 


Sayyiduna ‘Ammar ibn Abi ‘Ammar 4 reports that when Sayyiduna Zayd ibn Thabit 4 
was once about to mount his animal, Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas 4 held the stirrup 
(so that he may place his foot in it). “Go away, O cousin of Rasulullah 48 (we should be 
serving you and not you serving us)!” Sayyiduna Zayd # bade Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn 
‘Abbas $. However, Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas 4 said, “This is how we have been 
commanded to honour our ‘Ulama and elders.” Sayyiduna Zayd Æ then said, “Show me 
your hand.” When Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas “ did so, Sayyiduna Zayd = kissed 


the hand saying, “This is how we have been commanded to honour the family of our Nabi 
4.” (Ibn ‘ Asakir) 
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What Does Islam 
Really Stand: For? 


hadith narrated by Sayyidunà Abū Hurayrah 4 is 35$ saying, 


that the Prophet 35 said, A true believer is he from whom people feel 


alth and mon 
You will not enter Jannah until you do not safe in regar ds to their we ey. 


believe and you will not believe until you love (At-Tirmidhi) 
| on ther. Shall I | za y arii 
by Mawlana Zahid Patel (Part D IM E =] ü ¥ T A Per k vane n Ead nei These Ahadith, unlike the earlier narrations, are not 
" Lm | re tee exclusive to Muslims; but speak about humanity 









































one another? Spread (the greeting of) salam i 
Li amongst you. (Muslim) at large and prove that Islām promotes peace and 


$5 SRI. l c cohesion with human beings regardless of their 
: Islàm encourages its followers to make prayers for 








Over the past few years, we have become E ue: SA SER 83 ces 74 dag m ra 
= Reedy phe l S RAA NANNAN 35 
accustomed to hearing of incidents of brutality and Spe Mir aT faith, race or colour 


murder taking place in different parts of the world. peace at every meeting. In fact the instructions are 


Incidents wherein so many innocent lives are taken — € of Islam, we will find that words that stem to ‘spread’ the greeting of peace, so that peace and To further establish this we find how Islàm has 
EOS bud ed: are dffecied: This cerry from the root verb ‘S-L-M’ have been mentioned harmony can find common place within society. declared all of Quant as the creation of one God 
state of affairs has left everyone, Muslims and IAK approximately 130 times. On the contrary, the Can this same Islām be a religion of terror and ri Pr one big AU Allah 46 himself states in 
Muslims alike, feeling vulnerable and fearful. word ‘Harb’ which means war has only been violence then’ the Glorious Qur'an: 

! | | mentioned 6 times. If Islam promoted or supported Another instance when the salàm is said is at the O Mankind! Fear your Lord Who created 
Unfortunately ın many cases these acts are attributed ^ acts of terror and violence, surely the figures would time of each salah. A Muslim worships five times you from a single soul, and from it created 


to the beautiful religion of Islam either by the its match, and spread many men and women 


have been the complete opposite! 
from the two... (4:1) 


| daily and at the end of each prayer, be it individual 
ignorant perpetrators of these acts or by the media. 


| Sea t One of the many names of the Lord that Muslims or in congregation these words are uttered twice: ; - | 
Due to this, Ang gullible | 5 ims who A true Worship and are subservient to ISCAS SAANEN Aai Aaaah n another verse Allāh 46 mentions: 
Bowiedee 5 Hm oeyoii y tere Peaceful One. How can a Being whose name is As- May the Peace and the Mercy of Allāh be O Mankind! We have created you from a male 
is a connection between such acts and Islam. This Sale a he ae cae porn and a female, and made you into races and 
leads to shying away from their religion and in tribes, so that you may identify one another. 
some cases denouncing it, resulting in great loss, Moreover, the final Prophet of Islam, Muhammad Again, this greeting is a reminder of peace which 1s (49:13) 
both in this world and the hereafter. 3€ is described by Allah 3€ in the Qur'àn as, `...a what every true Muslim stands for. 


Ponder over this: if Islam is declaring humanity to 


mercy for the universe...” (21:107) One may argue that these teachings are specific be one big family, created from the same male and 


ILis important to remember that such incidents of 





oppression and terror have no space within the true When the foundations of Islam i.e. its name, its to Muslims only. Yes, this is true, but it shows female, why then would Islam teach a particular 
reachinos of Iskim. During such times it becomes Lord, its book and its Prophet are all full of and the mentality of a Muslim. When an individual is individual to oppress his own family members? 
eachings of Islam. p $ : me: | 
j ? > | | ever constantly reminded of peace, a person's natural . : , j 
il the more important for us to become more denote mercy, how then can actions of terror Ee y p | p | Sreciic InatcuctiieetD eoanding on M ua 
be à part of this beautiful religion? instinct becomes to behave with all others with 


accustomed to the true teachings of Islam so that | Furthermore, whilst discussing how to deal with 
nothing but peace. 


the “true Islam” can be promoted and demonstrated The Islamic Greeting people of other religions, the Qur’4n mentions in 


to the masses. When two Muslims meet they are encouraged Being Merciful to All one place: 
iy this short article I would like to mention a few to greet one another with the words “Assalamu px minc set of peace, a Muslim is further Allāh does not forbid you with regards those 
points for us to ponder over, so we may come to ‘Alaykum” which means “May peace be upon you”. told in a narration by Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn who did not fight you on account of Faith, and 
realise what the religion of Islam truly stands for. This greeting, which is also an all-encompassing ‘Amr 4 that the Prophet 3 said, did not expel you fr hie petra . de E you 
: : tly wi em. 
The F > prayer (du'à), means, “May you be blessed with The ones who are merciful, the Most Merciful do good ad Tte anos CECE Se y nna SR 
oundation of Islam T | | : ! Surely Allah loves those who maintain justice. 
EMEN ues P7 and tranquillity in this world and the life will be merciful to them; be merciful to (60:8) 
word ‘Is erb ‘S-L- . 
Mais COR i i 5g E . . hereafter”. And to ensure this message of peace those who are on the earth and the Lord of 
M' which means "peace, harmony and cohesion". — . | : ; li E: 
os | 5 E 2 | is spread as much as possible, much emphasis the sedvens will be merciful to you. (At- With regards to non-Muslim parents the Qur'an 
then is it possible for a religion with such a . | Y Tirmidhi) says: 
tame to be a religion of hatred and violence? to implement it can be found in the traditions 
PNE | (Ahadith) of Prophet Muhammad % and through Similarly in a narration reported by Sayyiduna And if they insist upon you that you should 
. LP ' . 
© ie a glance at the Qur'an, the primary — the practical lives of his C ompanions 5, One such Abd-ur-Rahmàn ibn Sakhr 4 we find the Prophet ascribe partners unto. Me. then Gd: nat: O2 
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them, and behave with them in a good manner 


person becoming upset or occupy ing an evil thought 
in this world. (29:8) 


in his mind that he may be the topic of discussion. 


Ai O ^ ) a 4 
In the above verse, the Qur'àn is instructing the n this basis the Prophet 38 prohibited two people 


: | | talking in private lest it may le; : icti 
believers to behave with dignity and respect with e nay lead to some friction or 
hard feelings. A religion which goe is 
“a2 Hore "à +, : re = C5 to ` ; 
those parents who make an effort to turn them awav | | E this extent 
| | ! in ensuring that disputes do not arise and people are 
trom their religion. Can there be any doubt in what 


Kim trul ds for? not hurt and prohibits from even their root cause, 
Siam truly stands for! 



























can it be a religion of terror and violence? 
Discouraged Actions : ANM. . 4 
In another hadith narrated by Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah 
It we delve further into the teachings of the Prophet Tbn ‘Umar 4 the Prophet 3% said, 
% we will find that Islam discourages any such No one should sell against the sale of another 
nor propose marriage in the face of his 
and disunity, to such an extent that any act which brother's proposal. (Al-Bukhari) 


has the slightest hint of hatred and disunity has 


action which leads to quarrels, arguments, fights 


If we look deeper into these teachings of the 


been prohibited. For example, the Qur an says, Prophet 38 we will see that the underlying reason 


O you who believe! Abstain from many of the for such teachings are so that disputes do not 
suspicions; indeed some suspicions are sin. arise and people are not hurt. For example, if | am 
(49:12) working in the market and have found a customer 


intunction | and I am on the verge of sealing a deal with him, 
The reason for this injunction is that many quarrels and I am on the = 


if ^ ' > r " , , » S 
4 disputes stem from such suspicious thoughts then if another person comes along and offers the 
and disputes s such su: : g 


hich h hase or substance whatsoever. Thus same item at a lower price to my prospective buyer 
which have no base or substance | T. | 


! TTE "de: is will obviously 
P RT and this seller hijacks my deal this wil 

le: disunity amongst individuals, families, and J | 
DA n ENS hurt my feelings and may cause à dispute. For 

| urt my fee ' d^ 
ite de ER , nd 

"ümmunities and sometimes even nations à i M "ES 
comm this reason the Prophet 3 prohibited this practice. 
= Moreover, this teaching is not exclusive to Muslims 
In one hadith narrated by Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn only: these injunctions apply to Muslims and non- 


Mas'üd 4 the Prophet 5$ said: Muslims alike. 


When you are three (people together), two 
(of them) should not speak privately together 
excluding the third person until you are with 


other people because this might upset him. ( Al- | | 
Bukhari) terror and violence?! 


mr : Continued in next issue 
In this scenario there is a slight chance of the third | Continued in next issue - 


A Prophet 3% that has gone to this extent to ensure 


that harmony and peace remains amongst humanity 












The Noble Prophet 3% said: 


The intelligent one is he who has subdued his lower self and who has worked for 
What comes after death; and the unintelligent one is he who has put his lower self in 
pursuance of its desires and who has vain hopes about Allah. (At-Tirmidhi. Ibn Majah) 
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in matters of trade, how can he be the promoter of 








[slamic, Da‘wah Academy/s: 


24 Annual Youth | = 
Conference Report | 
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by Mawlānā Zubayr Vantra (Part 1) 





Since 1991 the Islamic Da*wah Academy, under 


to the volunteers regarding how they should fulfil 
the supervision of my most beloved and respected their duties and with what intention. 
Shaykh-ul-Hadith, Hadrat Mawlānā Muhammad 





A day before the conference, 2 marquees were 
assembled in the car park of the JRU boarding 
premises. The halls in the Al-Khayr building were 
also prepared for serving lunch to the conference 
attendees. Similarly, the Masjid was setup with 


sign posts and posters. 


Saleem Dhorat dàmat barakatuhum, has been 
tending to the Islamic needs of not only the UK, 
but many countries around the world in a manner 
which had rarely been adopted before. It began as 
a revivalist movement that included many things 
which were initially deemed as foreign but were all | 
b. : 3 Approximately 60 brothers had arrived from France 
initiated through the blessings and conformity of ) 
-X | the day before the conference, whilst some had 
the Mashayikh. From amongst these new projects 
come from Denmark, Barbados and even Hong 
was the Annual Youth Conference - a programme Pi | 
: : | Kong! This is a sign for the love and high regard 
purposefully organised for the guidance and » 
72 9 d | people around the world hold for Hadrat ddmat 
rectification of the youth. Alhamdulillah, since 


! barakatuhum that they are willing to travel such 
1994 the conference has grown in attendance and, l 
long distances just to listen to the precious words 


more importantly, ın its positive impact on the r P 
of Hadrat damat barakatuhum. 


lives of many. May Allah 36 continue this progress. 


Amin. The Conference Day 


Pre-Conference Preparations Sunday the 8th of October 2017 had finally come. 
Preparations for the big day had begun in earnest; 
the barbeque, food and book stalls were all set 
up in the marquees and volunteers took up their 
positions inside and outside of the Masjid ready 
to provide help to the attendees. Some of the JRU 


students were tasked with the responsibility of 


The preparations for the conference began at least 
2 months before hand with graduates of the IDA 
travelling to many cities - some as far as Cardiff - to 
make announcements in masajid, inviting brothers 
to attend. Flyers and posters were distributed along 


with various literature published by the IDA. 
z p 7 getting new subscribers to our monthly magazine, 


Riyādul Jannah. I was later informed by one such 
to approximately 250 volunteers in different student that, masha’allah, when looking for new 
capacities; serving food, crowd control, preparing subscribers he came across a brother who had 
snacks and handing out literature. Hadrat damat begun reading Riyadul Jannah whilst in prison and 


barakütuhum also imparted his valuable advices this was a means of his guidance in becoming a 
eee UU EM (EE EE 
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Prior to the conference, duties were handed out 
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better person. This made me think that many of us DE 
dge and 


First Lecture - Importance of Knowle 
have been receiving Riyadul Jannah for years, but Good Deeds 
have we truly valued how great a magazine it is and 


| | The first lecture of the day was delivered by Mufti 
its potential impact 


Ibrahim Bagas. After graduating at the JRU, Mufti 


At around 11 am the first coaches from the outside Ibrahim went to South Africa to further his studies 


cities amved. As they arrived, they were pointed 1n Fiqh and Hadith. Mufti sahib is currently a 


in the direction of Al-Khayr for lunch. After the teacher at JRU and also serves in the IDA’s Fatawa 


brothers had their lunch. some went towards the department. Mutti sahib explained beautifully how 


stalls to buy some books or a small snack, whilst Jannah is acquired through Iman and good deeds, 
others made their way to the Masjid to get a good and how [man and good deeds can only be achieved 


spot for the programme through knowledge. This was a very apt topic to 


1 | choose according to the event as all had come 
By 12:30 most of the main hall in the Masjid was 


iiled up with the pleasant humming of brothers, 


young and old, reciting the Qur’an. The Zuhr Salah 


to this conference with the intention of learning 
how to gain the Friendship of Allah 3. Mufti 


| sahib further explained that this knowledge 1s so 
began at 1:15 pm and by now brothers were being | rt 
| precious and valuable that the great Ulama of the 
directed to the upstairs halls due to lack of space 










ihe aspect of mercy in Islam and how accusing 


islam of being a barbaric and oppressive religion 1s 


wrong. Some noteworthy points were: 


* Mercy is the most significant quality of Allah $5; 
two of His names, Ar-Rahman and Ar-Rahim, 


both signify this. 
* The Mercy of Allah 36 supersedes His anger. 


* Nabi Muhammad 3$ was a mercy for the worlds. 
Every moment of his life depicts this, which can 
be understood by studying and examining his 


perfect life. Nabi 3$ came into this world to save 


us from the hell fire - this is just one example of 


this mercy. 


* Every Command of Allah 5$ and His beloved 






E 


Sf 1010n. 
will never be seen as à merciful religio 


Nikāh Ceremonies 

After Mufti Sulaiman sahib’s lecture, the wait for 
the much anticipated arrival of our Hadrat damat 
barakatuhum was finally over. With his arrival 
came a special moment for four individuals as their 
nikah ceremonies were about to take place. After 
their nikahs, Hadrat damat barakütuhum made an 


appeal to all the young unmarried brothers to make 


an intention of getting married as soon as possible 





as it a means of completing one's Din and saving 
one from many sins. Hadrat dümat barakatuhum 
explained that the act of nikah, although a Sunnah. 
can change according to the circumstances of the 


individual; if one finds it difficult to refrain from 


. Nabi revolves around mercy. Consequently, we 
past would travel from country to country on [oot q ) 







sins without it then nikāh becomes incumbent upon 
p downstairs. The programme began at 1:33 pm after — - | 1 ADS find in the Qur'án and Abádith, commands for us him. 
| P just to gain a small quantity bv. G Du | | 
gotness nar CODE [cn enean need to make a little sacrifice for this knowledge as to look after our families, neighbours, society and Before the concluding lecture, a final Urdu nazm 


The Conf people who have come from other lands in seek 
e Conference 

























The MC of the day, was my respected teacher, 
Mufti Ismail Bhayat sahib who along with being 
one of the senior teachers at Jame'ah Riyadul 
Uloom (JRU) is also a member of the IDA's 
Fatàwà department. He began by explaining the 
initial stages of the IDA and how it revolutionised 
the propagation of Dini knowledge in the English 
language with the Annual Youth Conference being 
an integral part of this effort. Mufti sahib further 
explained how these programmes are a means of 
reviving our zeal and enthusiasm for practicing 
upon Din and that our objective behind coming to 
these programmes should be to allow the blessings 
of the event to enter our hearts and make it a means 
of rectifying our lives. After the introduction, 
Hafiz Abdus Salaam Meer (4th Year student) 
recited some verses from the Glorious Qur'àn in 
Tartil, followed by an English nashid read by Adil 
Mogradia (6th Year Student) which talked about 


how we should value our lives and not waste the 
favours of Allah 4%. 
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it is the backbone of our Din, and when searching 
for knowledge we should make sure that we are 
acquiring knowledge from the right avenues; we 
must be aware of who we are gaining knowledge 
from and the knowledge that is being imparted to 
us. After acquiring the right knowledge we must 
then strive to practically bring this knowledge into 


our lives so that we attain Jannah. 


Thereafter, Hafiz Ishaq Lorgat (4th Year student) 
recited some verses from the Qur'an in Tadwir, 
after which an Urdu Na't (praise of Nabi 35) was 
recited by Hafiz Muaawiyah Bhattay (6th Year 
student). 

Second Lecture — Mercy in Islam 

The second lecture of the day was delivered by 
Mufti Sulaiman Lasania sahib hafizahullah who is 
a senior teacher at Jame'ah Riyadul ‘Uloom and 
one of my respected teachers. He is a teacher of the 
well-known hadith book, Sunan Abi Dawid and 
is the head mufti in the IDA’s Fatawa dep 


| artment. 
Ihe respected Mufti sahib 


excellently explained 
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of refuge. The behaviour of the Ansar of Madinah 
towards the Muhajirin from Makkah when they 


arrived in Madinah is a perfect example of this 


great merciful teaching. 


* Mufti sahib concluded his lecture by stating that 


if we continue to not show mercy to others, Islam 


was read by Hafiz Hifzur Rahman Patel (Ist Year 
student). The poem was a du'à to Allàh asking for 


one's heart to be rectified. The words of the nazm 





had a profound effect on the gathering as many 
were in deep contemplation, pondering over its 
words. 


Continued in next issue 


The Noble Prophet # said: 


The believer is one who is sociable [with others], and there is no good in one who is 


| not sociable [with others] nor in one who is not met sociably [by them]. 


(Al-Bukhari, Muslim) 


Travelling involves a degree of punishment; it deprives one of his sleep, food and 
drink. Therefore, when one has accomplished his purpose at his destination, he 


should hurry back to his family. 


(Al-Bayhaqi) 


Moderation in spending is half of [one's] sustenance, friendliness toward people is 
half of [one's] intelligence, and asking good questions is half of [one 's] knowledge. 


(Al-Bayhaqi) 
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Du'as upon 
AT k e 
Awakening 


adapted from “Kitāb-ul-Adhkār” compiled by 
Imam An-Nawawi $ | 


a 
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I) Sayyiduna Hudhayfah ibn-ul-Yaman # narrates, “When Rasülulláh 3 
he would say, 
j $ A A 
j 4 ste Zale 2755217 204 2 ee » I $41 
Denes) 431 $ SU) Uus GC 5331 ay Sst} 
All praises are due to Allah Who has restored us with life after causing us to die and to 


Him only shall be the resurrection. '" (Al-Bukhari) 


"v 


2) Sayyiduna Abū Hurayrah & narrates that Rasulullah 25 said, "When one of you wake 





up then he should say: 


: : PAV Mr P IE, 41 
: , p ‘li a , , - 7 f, 2 - ad Pe 
oP UIs Goes 425 (à GSES uo 32 GME 35 05231 ay aes 
‘All praises are due to Allah Who has returned to me my soul, given me ‘Aftyah in my 


body and granted me the ability to remember Him. '" (Ibn-us-Sunni) 













3) Sayvidah *A'ishah & narrates from Rasulullah ¥2 that he said, “There is no servant [of 
Allah] who recites the following upon Allah returning his soul: 
TION E «As ad is LL AE Ad ea 5 Y ex s AL Y] 3| Y 


There is no deity except Allah alone, He has no partner, for Him is the kingdom, for 


AU 


Him are all praise and He has control over everything. ' 


Except that Allah 4 forgives for him his [minor] sins - even though they may be equivalent 


to the ocean froth.” (Ibn-us-Sunni) 


4) Sayyiduna Abū Hurayrah 4 narrates that Rasulullah 35 said, “There is no person who 
Wakes up from his sleep and thereafter says: 


oau ae A TTE T KE ons os t1 

§ 2k ral DB C633 ay Je 
a8 > i Eg Sidi Men : Pt 

“All praises are due to Atlan Who has c reated 


ae and con sclousn AY pr Ky y r 
a - es: n 
DU AS UPON AW AKENING 3 all GISES are 





3$ would wake Up 
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at Allah revives the 





due to Allah Who has awoken me safe and sound. I bear testimony th 
dead and He has control over everything. 


Except that Allah 3$ says, ‘My servant has said the truth." (Ibn-us-Sunni) 


5) Sayyidah ‘A’ishah $ narrates, “When Rasülullàh 3€ would wake up in the night he 
would say: 


| jas ~ TET 2.4 ; | S 5 : 
a) "SI Au! ten times, b) ay tiga} ten times, c) 24835 $ «Xl Zb ten times, 


d a AY ; " $ z! f . 
d) (505s 2 15.24 ten times, e) 40) $2022) ten times, f) 40) YI |Y ten times, 


j 
- 


D Pent P rE 972 96 oem a A > A 2 » tí ; 
g) 36) ^25 Hog GA Ss Ee £o 3221 3) £2UÍ ten times, and then he would 
begin [tahajjud] salah.” (Abū Dawid) 


6) Sayyidah ‘A’ishah & narrates that, “When Rasilullah 3€ would wake up, he would 
recite: 


Jiang Ser AQ 24 
LESS UU $ epi) Speak et Pa Jt 2 Ff Íd y 


S 
" d 


+ Fat 4 9? , z - 2-3 71 = : 1 Aa 
"d d > 9 E €- — 3} > 1 
— - - 


SYS taz (335 5 £207 
TEN S j ¥ PG z 
DSS) EH a] "Y. j 
[here is no deity except You, Your Being is free from all imperfections. O Allah, I ask 
| s. IA bee 


O Allah, increase me in 


knowledge and do not let my heart deviate [from the right path] after you have granted 


me guidance and bestow upon me mercy from Yourself. Indeed only You bestow in 
abundance.” (Abu Dawid) 


You to forgive me my sins, and I ask You for Your Mercy. 


Translated and prepared by Mawlana@ Zahid Makda 


The Noble Prophet 3# said: 


The signs of a hypocrite are three: when he speaks he lies; when he makes a 


promises he breaks it; and when he is trusted he betrays the trust | 
(Al-Bukhari, Muslim) 


rt 
Righteousness is good character; and sin is what causes uneasiness in your hea 


and what you dislike others to become aware of . (Muslim, At-Tirmidhi) 


ich i s 
What is little but sufficient is better than that which is abundant but cause 


heedlessness. (Ibn Hibban) 
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The Faculty of 


Intellect: A Divine 





Distribution 


by Khaleel Bhana 





The mind, a concept we very often refer to, in fact. 
does not actually exist. Rather the mind is a concept 
of matter, which is the outcome for the process of 
thought and the power of intellect. The unanimous 
view regarding the mind is that an individual's 
aptitude to comprehend and understand is reliant 
on what is bestowed to him by Allah 36. Some may 
not deem Allah 5$ to be the means of bestowal, 
however, the notion that the distribution of the 
capacity of the mind differs across humans 1s in 


fact undisputed. 


The mind is trainable to become more capable 
and proficient through various exercises but the 
base composition of intellect is dependent on what 
Allah 3& has distributed and granted. Memory, 
understanding, comprehension, and intellect are all 
capabilities of ‘the mind’ and the mind spans across 


both ends of a spectrum. 


Some gifted individuals tend to have a greater 
understanding of issues pertaining to their 
surroundings and tend to grasp and absorb topics 
of discussion much more swiftly; society often 
refers to this faction of people as the intellectuals. 
Then follows the alternate group of those who 
are mediocre in their understanding of issues and 
are often referred to as individuals of average 
ability. Then there are those who have a very 
limited understanding of their surroundings and 

often possess no interest in worldly affairs. As for 

the intellectuals and the moderates (from a non- 


religious aspect), wide acceptance and a so-called 


THE FACULTY OF INTELLECT 





TEIT 
ego-motivated ‘status’ in a progressive society 
requires an individual to climb the intellectual 
ladder and eventually become amongst the accepted 
of society. In modern society, this is deemed normal 
and generally, those who do not have an education 
of some sort cannot progress. This often entails that 
a person aspires for unreachable goals and portrays 


an image in front of society that ceases to exist. 


On the other hand, in the light of Shari'ah, no 
such restrictions and ladders of status exist. 
Regardless of intellect, an individual of society 
can aspire and most definitely achieve the pinnacle 
of piety through his sincere actions and deeds. No 
limitations and implications apply for anybody. In 
Islam, attaining lofty ranks in the eyes of Allah % 
is reliant on Taqwa; to create a barrier between us 
and the disobedience of Allah 36. Even the most 
formally uneducated of individuals can become 
legible to be amongst the intellectuals through the 
medium of Taqwa. Allah 3$ proves this fact many 
a times in society, where a simple pious person of 
a locality is revered, and referred to by the most 
learned of people. Furthermore, those areas of Din 
which are not black and white and require more 
comprehension, Allah 3$ can easily grant the same 
degree of understanding to the simpleton, provided 
he listens, and contemplates on what is being 


portrayed to him by the more learned people i.e. 
the ‘Ulama. 


Nowhere within the principles of Islàm do we 


find any indication towards the basis of human 
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advancement being reliant on intellectual capacity. 
The distorted mindset we have adopted misleads us 
into thinking intellectual individuals are superior. 
As mentioned by my respected Shaykh, Hadrat 
Mawlànà Muhammad Saleem Dhorat hafizahullah, 
the inferior complex and the superior complex 
are two such states of mind from which a person 


should steer clear; rather a person should aspire to 
adopt a moderate mindset. 


In other words, adopting a moderate mindset makes 
it imperative that a person does not undermine 
intellectually deprived people and regard them as 
inferior, nor to over rate intellectuals and regard 
them as superior, as, ultimately, the capacity of the 
mind is solely from Allah 3$. My respected Shaykh, 
commenting on this topic in a recent editorial, 
outlined that an individual of less ability can grasp 
just as much as an intellectual by listening to and 
observing his surroundings very carefully. To listen 
and observe are key elements of understanding. 
Once an individual attains both attributes on a topic 


of discussion, then his understanding becomes a 
full comprehension. 


Coming back to modern day society, the apparent 
rift between knowledgeable and unknowledgeable 
is a result of the social dismissal of the less educated. 
The very ideology of portraying and defining a 
human being based on intelligence has become 
a perfectly acceptable, yet an incorrect principle, 
which unfortunately is widely prevalent amongst 
various societies. This concept (of division in 
intellect as well as tribal prejudices) was abolished 
by Nabi 3, such as the tribes of Aws and Khazraj, 
who were constantly at the necks of one another. 
The extent of enmity and mutual hatred caused the 
tribal leaders to bequest continuous fighting, even 
after their demise. Regardless of this deep-rooted 
enmity, Nabi 3 enlightened their hearts with the 
light of Islàm and gave them a greater purpose to 
live for; the eternal life of the hereafter. However, 


after the demise of Nabi 3$, these customary 
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traditions became rampant and slowly seeped back 
into the hearts of the people. Even in the current 
era we reside in, discrimination in social standing, 
religious inequality and intellectual capacity are 


prevalent and play an important role in the way we 
view one another. 


The unfortunate aspect is that much importance is 
given to issues pertaining to social and religious 
prejudice but seldom do we find any emphasis 
laid on intellectual division. This is arguably, the 
greatest factor that categorises humans. and to 
absolve society from these appalling principles, 
individuals should strive in improving themselves 
spiritually. My respected Shaykh mentions: adopt 
self-rectification and Allah 3$ will use you as a 
means of rectifying others. 


We can live by the example of the greatest human 
to step foot on the face of this earth, our beloved 
Nabi 3%. He was destined to be illiterate, however. 
through his good morals and conduct, Allah 
3s elevated his rank above all other kings and 
noblemen. In addition, Nabi 3s, alongside his 
small group of Bedouin companions overthrew the 
dynasties and empires of their time. If we were to 
examine the core rudiments of this monumental 
success, we shall apprehend that simplicity, 
nobility and equality in all matters were the key 
elements. To this very day, despite him and many 
of his companions Æ being illiterate, the most 
scrutinising analysts ponder over their great lives 
and arrive at the very conclusion that they, indeed, 
were individuals whose names have gone down in 


history for solely being pioneers of success. 


In conclusion, to be bright and capable is an 
endowment, which should be valued as such people 
have the capability to differentiate between right 
and wrong to a much greater standard. Nevertheless, 
those who do not have the luxury of being ‘clever’ 


should not despair and become despondent because 
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Taking Lesson 


by Hadrat Mawlana Yunus Patel 3$ 





In the Sirah of Rasülullàh 3, we read the beautiful 
experience and miraculous journey of the Mi‘raj. 
The journey from Makkah to Bayt-ul-Muqqaddas 
(Jerusalem) is known as Isrà and the miraculous 
journey to the seven heavens and beyond is known 
as the Mir'raj. Whilst every aspect of the Isra and 
Mi ràj offers great lessons, there is a lesson that 
comes to mind considering these times that we 
live in and the responsibilities and the trust that 
devolves upon those who have knowledge of Din 


and who are in a position where they are able to 





influence the people. 


Our respected Muhaddithin have quoted Ahadith 
wherein Rasulullah 35 related that during this 
journey he 3$ was offered wine and milk to drink. 
Some say that this was at Masjid-ul-Aqsa and 
others say it was in the heavens, near Sidrat-ul- 
Muntaha. When Rasülullàh 3€ accepted the milk, 
Sayyiduna Jibra’il 33 said: "You have adopted that 
which is fitrah (natural, pure state). Had you taken 
the wine, your Ummah would have certainly gone 


astray.” (Muslim) 


Allah $% blessed Rastlullah 3$ with a disposition 
which was pure and unadulterated and thus he 
inclined to what is good and pure. Milk is pure and 
nourishing. Hadrat Mawlana Ashraf “Ali Thanwi 
* explained that like milk provides nourishment 
and serves as a food and drink, similarly, the Din of 


islam offers complete spiritual nourishment. 


Rasulullàh 3$ is Sayyid-ul-Anbiya (leader of the 
Messengers), Khatam-un-Nabiyyin (seal of the 


Messengers) and Imam-ul-Muttagin (leader of the 


TAKING LESSON FROM MIRA] 


pious). If he 38 adopted the wrong action, then as 


Sayyiduna Jibra'il & had said, it would have had 


such an influence — such a great effect — on the 
entire Ummah, that the Ummah would have gone 
astray. 


There is a great lesson in this incident for those 
who are known as 'Ulamà, for those who preach, 
for those who sit on the Minbars [pulpits], and 
for people like myself who give bayàns, wa'z and 
nasihah. A lot depends on such people. In whichever 
direction they go, the Ummah will follow. There 
will be a large following in whichever direction 


these people go. 


If an ‘Alim goes in the right direction, there will 
be a following in that direction and if he goes 
in the wrong direction, then too, there will be à 
following in the wrong direction. Hadrat Mufti 
Muhammad ‘Ashiq Iláhi Bulandshehri 4$ had said: 
“This statement of Sayyiduna Jibra'il *5 makes 
evident that the character and deeds of a leader 


have a direct impact on his followers." 


[t is not that everyone in the Ummah will just 
naturally and instinctively follow Haqq (the truth). 
If that was the case, we would not find so many 
people in the Ummah of Rasulullah 3 following 
nafs and Shaytàn. Are we not following nafs and 
Shaytàn in our lives? How often do we place our 
own desires before the Pleasure of Allah 3€? So 
many engage in sins recklessly — as if sins are the 


aim and objective of this worldly life. Whether 
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Haqq or Batil, there will be followers. Look at 


Shaytan! He too has a following! 


The ‘Ulama are supposed to be the leaders of 
the Ummah of Rasülullah 3%. They are assigned 
with the great trust and immense responsibility 
of conveying this message of Din, of Haqq. They 
are to show us the direction towards Jannah and 
also lead us in that direction — by practically 
implementing the Commandments of Allah 3€ and 
keeping clear of all the Prohibitions of Allah 35. 
Now, if the ‘Ulama are going to go in the direction 
of Jahannam, then there will be a number of people 
who will follow them and who will say to Allah 
% on the Day of Judgment: *Mawlanaà sahib, Qari 
sahib, Mufti sahib, Haji sahib, Tablighi sahib, 
Khanqah sahib — and all these people of Din - were 
showing us the direction to Jahannam. They were 


our leaders and we followed them." But this will 


not be an excuse. 


We, who are categorised as *'Ulama, should keep 
in mind the Hadith wherein Rasutlullah 3 said: 
“Whoever initiates a good practice in Islam and is 
emulated by others in doing so will get the reward 
of it and the reward of all those who act upon it 
without their rewards being diminished in any 
respect. And whosoever initiates an evil practice in 
Islam and is emulated by others will bear the sin of 
it and the sin of all those who act on it without their 


burden being diminished in the least." (Muslim) 


One of the outstanding qualities of one who has 
knowledge is his fear of Allah: "It is only those 
who have knowledge among His slaves that fear 
Allàh." (35:28) 


If a person has much knowledge but there is no 


obedience to Allah 36 and there is an absence of the 


" | ; st 
fear of Allàh 3$, he will not be categorised among 
the ‘Ulama or Ahl-ul-'Ilm [people of *ilm]. 


So if the ‘Ulama give leeway in respect to any of the 
Muharramat (prohibitions), there is no doubt that 
the Ummah will very freely move in the direction 
of sins. And this is what we find happening today. 
Hadrat Mufti Rashid Ahmad Ludhyanwi & had 
explained that when the people of learning set 
a wrong precedent, the consequences are very 


severe. 


1) Accountability before Allah 3€ will be harsher. 
2) The wrongdoing by the ‘Ulama emboldens the 
masses to engage in sin. 


3) The masses will consider sin as permissible. 


Our Akabir always considered that their actions 
must not affect the Din in any way. They were very 
particular about their actions. They looked at the 
bigger picture and did not compromise on Din. As 
‘Ulama, there has to be concern for the safety of the 
Ummah and of humanity at large. We should think 
of Rasulullàh 3*'s deep concern for the Ummah, 


his tears for the Ummah, and his repeated Du'à for 
the Ummah. 


The incident of Isra and Mi‘raj is very clear: Had 
Rasulullàh 3*5 adopted that one single action, the 
Ummah would have gone astray. Those who hold 
some kind of influence should realise that their 


actions can ultimately “make” this Ummah or 
“break” this Ummah. 


May Allah % grant us the concern. May Allah 
%£ grant us taqwa and istiqamah on Sirat-ul- 
Mustaqim. May Allah 3€ make us true flagbearers 
of this beautiful Din and true representatives Of 
Rasulullàh 3. 


The Noble Prophet 2% said: 


Calmness and patient deliberation is from Allah and haste is from Shaytan. 
(At-Tirmidhi) 
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The: World ts 
Desperate for 


Love and Mercy! 


by Hadrat Mufti Zubair Bayat hafizahullah 





Don't Give Me a Scissors, Give Me a Needle! 

Sultan-ul-Awliya, Hadrat Nizam-ud-Din Awliva 3$ 
is among the most renowned and revered saints of 
india. A huge railway station, the Hadrat Nizam- 
ud-Din railway station, and an entire colony is 


named after him in New Delhi. referred to as the 
Hadrat Nizam-ud-Din colony. 


On one occasion, one of his disciples brought a 
scissors as a gift for Hadrat Nizam-ud-Din 5$. He 
returned it saying: "Do not give me a scissors as a 
gift, which is only good for cutting and shearing, 
but rather give me a needle, that is used to join.” 


Obviously it was meant in a figurative sense. 


The Awliya’ullah (saints) were paragons and 
embodiments of love, mercy, kindness, sympathy 
and compassion towards the general public. It 1s 
through the warmth of that love and mercy that 
Islam spread and flourished, until thousands upon 
thousands were salvaged from the fire of hell and 
found their path towards paradise. If this 1s the 
case of the Awliya’ullah, one can well imagine 
the love and mercy that the Anbiya © must have 


possessed! 


Imagine then what must have been the level of love, 
mercy, kindness and compassion of Muhammad 35, 


whom Allah 36 has referred to in the Qur'an as, 


-..ü mercy unto the Universe... ! 


The Believer is an Embodiment of Love and 
Mercy 


Muhammad 3$ said, "The believer is a person 


THE WORLD 1S DESPERATE Y OR LOVE... 
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of love and there is no good in the one who 
doesn t love or is not loved!” (At-Tabarani). In this 
amazing hadith, an outstanding quality that defines 
the personality of the Believers has been mentioned 


- the quality of giving love and the quality of 
receiving love. 


Furthermore, it has been stated that one who 
neither gives love nor receives love 1s one who 
is bereft and devoid of all goodness. The giving 
of love requires a generous, clean and open heart, 
otherwise love will not emerge from such a heart. 
And when a person is the owner of such an open 
and generous heart, then automatically such a heart 
will attract the love of other hearts, like one magnet 
attracts another magnet. But the heart that does 
not have this quality, repels other hearts, because 
such a heart will be a closed, mean, dirty, dry and 
hard heart. Obviously nobody is attracted to such 
a heart! 

Hatred Will Destroy Everything 


This is the lesson of love that a world so full of 
hatred is so desperately in need of. Today we 
live in a world that is dominated by hatred and 


harshness. In all directions the atmosphere is one 
of hatred and detestation. 


This hatred has wrecked communities, countries and 
nations. It 1s the ‘scissors’ that is cutting mankind 
into pieces and generating suspicion and animosity 
between families, communities and citizens of 


countries and continents. This hatred silently fuels 
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; fire that is about to erupt, burn and 


destroy everything around it. 
Destructive Role of Hate-Mongers 


Unfortunately hate-mongers are found 
in all segments of society. Hate- 
mongers gain instant publicity and 
attract many people. The main reason 
Is because they manipulate the fear 
factor and sensationalise it in their 
hate speeches. Hatred is spread and 
propagated by politicians for short 
term gains, by the media for fulfilling 
the agenda of its masters and funders, 
by academics who justify it through 
elaborate but baseless arguments and 
by the general public who take their 
cue from their leaders, their media 
and their intellectuals. The result is 
a world that is cruel, callous and 


heartless, devoid of mercy and love. 

A Muslim Should Display Love and 
Mercy 

In a recent lecture at Darul Ihsan 
Centre, the President of Jami'at-ul- 
‘Ulama of India, Hadrat Mawlana 
Sayyid Arshad Madani hafizahullah 
emphasised, “In today’s world the 
effort of the 'Ulamà in particular 
and the Muslim public should be to 
promote the proper picture of Islam 
and to display love and mercy to 


mankind in whichever way possible." 


There is an urgent need for all peace 
loving, sober-minded leaders and 
people to spread the message of love, 
peace and mercy in a world that 1s 
being engulfed in the flames of hatred! 


Become ‘needles’ of love, rather than 


‘scissors of hate! 


Some Benefits of 
Remaining Hungry 


|. It polishes and illuminates the heart. 


7, It makes the heart tender, enabling it 


to experience the sweetness of dhikr 
and beseeching Allah 35. 


3, It makes the heart humble and 
submissive. 


4. It reminds one of the hunger that the 
inhabitants of Jahannam will have to 
endure and he will ponder over the 
extreme thirst that will face mankind 
on the Day of Qryamah. 


The hungry person sleeps less and 


sleeping less is the backbone to all 
worship. 


Through hunger one will be able to 
bring the nafs under his own control. 


A person will find more time at hand 
and, thus, he will be able to pursue 
‘ilm and carry out ‘amal. 





v 


It enables a person to remain healthy. 


S 


One's expenditure decreases and one 
will be in need of less wealth. 


10. One will have the ability to spend in 


charity, spend on others and also be 
helpful to the society. 


Translated by Mawlana Hamza Vazifdar from 
"Bhükh ke Fawa'id awr Shikamsayri ke Nuqsünüàt" 
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Welcoming Your 


New Child 


by Mufti Arshad Alt 





bounty of Allah 3$; therefore, utmost gratitude and 
contentment should be shown to Allah 36. While 
enjoying this great ni'mah (bounty) from Allah 
36 and ensuring that all the child's physical and 
medical needs are fulfilled, the deeper and more 
essential dimension must not be forgotten; the 


teachings and requirements of Shari'ah. 
Nearing Childbirth 
The time before birth, one should turn to Allah 


% and make du'à for a safe delivery and normal 
child. The mother should engage herself in dhikr 
and reciting Qur'àn and seeking Allah 3£'s Help 
and Blessings. The reward for a woman who bears 
the pains of childbirth is great, hence one should 
ask Allah 36 for their full share of reward and do it 
mindfully and for the Sake of Allah. (Al-Mu atta) 


A common statement made by some sisters who 
are mothers is, "I don't get any time to do 'ibadah." 
This is a misconception, because we don't realise 
that even the everyday tasks that we do as Muslims 
become acts of ‘ibadah if they are accompanied 


with a good intention. 


A mother is chosen by Allah % for the creating 
and upbringing of the future worshippers of Allah 
%, the future 'Ulamà, teachers or leaders: the 
future Ummah. Mothers of the Prophets ® and 
the great scholars and pious also went through 
the difficulties of childbirth to bear such great 
personalities. Similarly the intention at the time 
of delivery should be to bear such children who 


would become such great Muslims and assets to the 


Being blessed with a child is indeed a great | 

















Muslim Ummah. This will be a great investment 
for the mother. The temporary pain is insignificant 
in relation to the long term benefits in this world 
and the hereafter. 


When a woman goes through the various difficulties 
of pregnancy and ultimately the pains of labour and 
delivery and has sabr (patience) and ihtisab (hope 
for reward from Allah 36), it will all bring great 
reward that will be recorded in her good deeds. 
Allah % will reward the Muslim for everything 
that befalls him in this world. [Nabi 35 states in 
a hadith,] Even if a thorn pricks him, Allah % 
will expiate thereby some of his sins and elevate 
his status. (Muslim) And the pains of labour and 


pregnancy are far greater than that. 


At the time of delivery Sirah Yasin should be 
read and also many Durüd [Salat and Salam] upon 
Rasülullàh 3. The following ayat may be read for 
ease in delivery by the mother and whoever is with 


her; 
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After the child is born, the following Sunnats 
should be observed: 


Adhan and Iqamah 


When the child is born Adhan and Iqamah should 
be said in the child’s ears. In the right ear of the 
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new-born baby, the Adhan should be recited, and 
in the left ear, the Iqāmah. (Ad-Durr Al-Mukhtar) 
This is done immediately after the baby is bathed. 
However, if there is a delay, it may be done before. 
On the birth of Sayyiduna Hasan 4 to Sayyidah 
Fitimah &, the Prophet 3% had said the Adhan in 
his ear. 


‘Ubaydullah ibn Abi Rafi‘ $$ narrates that his 

father said: “I saw the Messenger of Allah 3% say 

the Adhan in the ear of Sayyiduna Hasan ibn ‘Alī 

& - when he was born to Sayyidah Fatimah © - the 

Adhàn of Salah.” (At-Tirmidhi) 

Tahnik 

Tahnik is the sunnah of chewing a date and 
applying a part of the chewed portion to the palate 
of the child so that it goes down the child's mouth 
easily. If dates are unavailable, one may apply 
anything sweet, like honey to the child's palate. 
The dental palate, the jaws and the mouth are made 


active. As a result, it is easy for the child to suck 
milk from the breast of his/her mother. 


It is preferable for the Tahnik to be done by an 
alim or a pious elder of the family. If not then by 
any Muslim. 


Sayyidah ‘A’ishah & narrates that "The people 
used to bring their new born children to the Prophet 
% and he would bless them and perform the 
Tahnik.” (Muslim) 


Naming the Child 
Naming a child with a beautiful and honourable 


name is very important. The Prophet 3* always 
chose names with good and beautiful meanings. 


It should be selected from the names of Anbiya *8 
like Ya'qub, Yusuf, Idris, Musa, Salih, Muhammad, 
etc. or should be adopted from the names of Sahabah 
and pious people like “Umar, ‘Ali, ‘Uthman, Khalid, 
Khadijah, Maryam, Sumayyah, etc. 


Some Ahadith indicate that the child is to be named 
on the seventh day along with ‘Aqiqah. However, 
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the Prophet 3 also named children on the day of 
their birth, as proven by other narrations. There is 
no harm if the child is named before the seventh 


day, but if the naming has not been done then the 
child should be named on the seventh day. 


*'Aqiqah on the 7th Day 


'Aqiqah is a form of Sadaqah whereby the child is 
safeguarded against misfortunes. The practice of 
'Aqiqah is encouraged in Islam. This is understood 
from following Ahadith: 


Rasulullah 3# carried out the *'Aqiqah of Sayyiduna 
Hasan & and Sayyidunà Husayn “® by slaughtering 
one ram each. (Abu Dawud) 


Sayyiduna Buraydah 4 mentions, "Prior to Islam 
when one of us had a new born boy, he would 
slaughter one sheep and smear the head of the 
new born with its blood. When Allah blessed us 
with Islam, we began slaughtering one sheep. 
Thereafter, we would shave the child’s hair and 
apply saffron.” (Abu Dawid) 


Two sheep, or two goats are slaughtered in the case 

of a male while one goat or one sheep in the case of 

a female. If for some reason ‘Agiqah was not made 

on the 7th day, then it should be done on the 14th, 

21st, 28th or any day in multiples of 7 thereafter. 
For those who cannot afford two animals for the 
baby boy, even one animal will be sufficient as 
" Aqiqah. If one has no means to sacrifice even this 
much then there is no harm and he would not have 
to make up for it later. 


Shaving the Head 


The hair on the head of the new born, boy or girl, 
should be shaved on the 7th day. It is mustahabb 
(desirable) to give silver, equal to the weight of his 
or her hair, in Sadaqah to the poor and needy. 


Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn Husayn $$ narrates 
that Sayyiduna ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib © said: “The 
Messenger of Allah 45 had the ‘Aqiqah for Hasan 
with one sheep, and said: *O Fatimah! Shave his 
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head and give the weight of his hair in if Continued from page 21 
tl 


silver as charity.’ He said: 'So I weighed it, | | 


being articulate and eloquent does not define character. 
and it was the weight of a dirham or a bit of 


a dirham.” (At- Tirmidhi) Il | 
| | academically weak; on the other hand, a person can be 


| A person can adopt excellent mannerisms but be 


Circumcision || academically strong but socially incapable. 
Circumcision of the boy should be done || | 
| | | | |! To work with what you have is also a form of 
before he attains maturity. It is advisable to | | 
a m | appreciation. To hope, to aspire and to strive are all 
do it with ‘Aqiqah. At this age he does not PP p p 


a | virtuous traits and adopting these characteristics ensures 
suffer much pain. The Noble Messenger pung ures 


X had the ‘Aqiqah and circumcision of | that a person fulfils his potential. Experience and first- 
Sayyidunā Hasan 4 and Sayyidunā Husayn hand narrations from our elders show that sincere 
4 performed on the seventh day after their intellectually weak people often come out far ahead 
birth. in comparison to those who degraded others based 


E 7 on being more intelligent and hence more superior. 
May Allah 3$ grant us the tawfiq to act 


" | zy Intellect is an endowment from Allah 3$; it should be 
upon these beautiful teachings of Shari'ah. 


e utilised for the right purposes and not abused. 


MY VERY DEAR AND BELOVED BROTHER... 





The following is a letter from a teenager who was studying at a full-time madrasah, to 
his older brother who was serving time in prison. The student, who wished to remain 


anonymous, gave some very heartfelt advice to his elder brother. 


During these testing times, when there is every opportunity and ease for our young 
generation to get mixed up with the wrong people and do the wrong things, there are many 
fortunate souls who find themselves safe in caring hands of the pious *Ulamà and become a 


means of help to others. 


Insha’allah, this letter will serve as a wake-up call for the many youth who have gone astray 


and have become a burden for themselves, their parents and the society at large. 


My Dear Beloved Brother, 
Assalàmu ‘Alaykum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh. 


I pray that you are in good health and Iman. You must be finding it hard being 
in for so long. When are you going to come out? I hope you return home soon. 


We are all fine. We are all concerned and worried about you. May Allah grant 
you and all of us sabr and guidance. (Amin) 
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My dearest brother, I want you to know that none of us dislike you. We only 
dislike the filth that is destroying you. Mum, dad, myself and all of us are 


missing you so much and are praying constantly for your wellbeing and safe 
return. 


My dear brother, we all know you went off track a little, but that does not matter 
as long as you come back a changed person. We all learn from our mistakes. 
None of us are blaming you for anything. We know it is not your fault. It is just 
that age when we end up mixing with the wrong people, doing things which we 
think are ok. But my brother, forget the past - that's all history now! We have 
a bright future ahead us. We have Allah, the Most Affectionate and Merciful 
to turn to; is there anything we'd ask Allah and He wouldn't give us? Never! 
Allah is waiting to forgive and fulfil the needs of His slaves when they turn to 
Him. But it is up to us to turn to Him. 


The Prophet 3€ mentions in a hadith, 


Allah the exalted will continue to stretch out His Hand in the night so that the 
sinner of the day may repent and He will continue to stretch out His hand in 
the day so that the sinner of the night may repent. (Muslim) 


My brother, day and night we all make so many mistakes, but He is still so 
Kind and Loving towards us. Just imagine how happy He will be when He sees 
that a servant of Mine, who was completely lost, has now realised and wants to 
change. He is begging Me and asking Me to show him the straight path. 


My beloved brother, Allah is ever ready to forgive us and we do not have time 
to waste for life is too short. There are people dying every day. What if we die 
in this condition of filth and evil? How will we face our Creator? How will we 
be able to bear the pain of the hell fire?! All we need to do is turn to Him and 
he will most definitely forgive. Just remember the hadith: 


One who repents from sin is like the one who has no sins. (Ibn Majah) 


My brother, please, please, just repent and turn back the clock and start a new 
life. I love you loads and want you to come back to us real quick. Mum and dad 
need you back! We all need you back!! Hope to speak to you very soon. 


| remain praying for you and my shaykh is also praying for you. 
Wassalam 


Your Loving Brother. 
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Ahmad, Haamid and Hameed were best friends. 
LE rue J Frienc K 1 They were friends from a very young age. They 


By Ma awla ana n Muhs | | would go to madrasah and school together, do 
icd 





their homework together and play together. 
They all had similar interests and hobbies. They would always help each other and 
promised each other to carry on this friendship. 


Whilst they were all still in school a new boy named Mahmood had moved in from 





another country. As he was new and also not fluent in English he found it difficult 
to make friends at school. One day, at playtime, he thought he should try and make 
friends with Ahmad, Haamid and Hameed. Ahmad met him joyfully, however he was 
pulled back by Haamid and Hameed who said that they did not want another person 
to join their group. Through pressure Ahmad came back and Mahmood was told to 
go away and find other friends. Ahmad in his heart felt sorry for Mahmood. After 
school Ahmad went to look for Mahmood but couldn't find him. A few days later he 
found out that Mahmood had moved to another city. 





As the three of them grew older, their friendship also moved on and rarely would 


they meet up or keep in contact. 


Ahmad had unfortunately fallen into the wrong company which led to many 
problems and difficulties. He had lost respect amongst people and due to this was 
unable to find a suitable place to live or work. As his parents had passed away, 
there was no one to support him. After many years in this condition he became 
homeless and was forced to live on the streets and ask people for money. 


Haamid and Hameed on the other hand were living very comfortable lives. Although 
they were not in regular contact with one another, they had become independent 
and did not face any of the difficulties Ahmad had been enduring. 


One day by chance, they both bumped into each other at the supermarket. They 
had met after many years and carried on their shopping together catching up over 
the past years. They both asked each other if they had any contact or information 
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warding Ahmad. But both were unaware. As they left the supermarket, there was 
;homeless man sitting on the side asking for money. Ignoring him, they carried on 
aking and walked pass him without helping him. 


imad had been homeless for many years. One day, as usual, he was outside a 
apermarket asking people for money. Many would smile at him giving him some 
money or something to eat. Others would pass nasty comments or ignore him 

itally. There were many people that he would recognise but due to his scruffy 
condition, people did not recognise him. As he took a bite into a sandwich he looked 
ipand saw two people very joyfully walking towards him. He knew who they were 
nstantly. They were his two best friends from madrasah and school, Haamid and 
Hameed. He began asking himself whether he should approach them or not but 
thought that they would definitely stop by to help a homeless man. As they drew 
doser he became overjoyed in anticipation, but like many others, they continued 
taking and walked right past. He was devastated and although his condition 

ias the reason why he was unnoticed, after many years of friendship he thought 
someone, especially his two friends, would take notice and offer to assist him. 


Afew days later he was greeted by a man who handed him some food and after 
speaking for a few moments the man said, "I recognise you from somewhere." 

Ahmad to his utter amazement realised that this man was in fact Mahmood from 
school. He stood up and embraced him and was moved to tears. Mahmood took 

Ahmad back to his home and allowed him to stay until he had found a place to work 
and live for himself. 


Mahmood had also experienced a rough time growing up and also spent a few years 
homeless on the streets. Ahmad asked him how he managed to restart his life. He 
said, "My mother would always tell me that whenever in need do not turn away 

from Allah 3€, He will definitely assist you. Sometimes immediately and sometimes 
after some time. But have the conviction that Allah 3€ is always ready to help. So 
every day I would always make du’G to Allah 3€ for His assistance knowing that one 
day His assistance will definitely come." 


Ahmad took his advice on board and after a few months things began to improve 

in his life. People respected him and he made a firm conviction that he would help 
others whatever their condition may be. He soon opened a charity and centre for 
the homeless to assist those in need. Allah 3€ was always at the forefront of his 
mind - not only in moments of difficulty, but even during times of happiness. He 
had now made Allah 3€ his only and true friend. 
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Morals: 1. Always adopt good friendship. The friends you have will mould you as a 
person. Having good friends will have a good effect whereas bad friends will have a 


negative and detrimental effect. 


2. Always fulfil a promise that is made. 


3. Have a big heart and always be ready to help and assist others. Sometimes we 
are unaware of the condition of people and think their state is the same as ours: a 
life of no worries and concerns. However there are many who live a life of constant 


anxiety. 


4. Always remember Allah 3$, whether in times of difficulty or happiness. 
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BENEFITS OF SMILING 


Smiling is a facial expression which displays one's inner happiness and joy. It is 
a natural ability; no one needs to be taught how to smile. Smiling also has many 


benefits, health benefits included! 














Smiling... 
(1) changes one’s own mood and the moods of those around him. 


(2) helps one to stay positive - try thinking of something negative without losing 
your smile - it's hard. 





(3) brings a feeling of happiness along with them. 
(4) decreases one’s levels of stress. 
(5) is contagious; seeing a smiling person will bring smiles to the faces of others. 
(6) creates a sense of friendship, care and safety. 


(7) is a form of sadaqah: "Every good deed is [a form of] charity; Indeed among | 
the good deeds is to meet your brother with a smiling face..." (At-Tirmidhi) | 
| 


(8) only takes a few seconds but has a huge impact on a person and others. 
(9) is a form of shukr; one will only be happy when he is content with his situation. 
AND MOST OF ALL 


(10) smiling is a Sunnah! 
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Continued from inside front cover 


Evil Deeds with Good Intentions 

One should not misunderstand that good intentions have the potential to 
transform evil deeds into good ones. An evil deed, regardless of the nature 
of one’s intention, remains evil. The principle that ‘actions depend upon 
intentions’ applies only to good deeds. 

Overall, deeds can be divided into four categories: 

1. Good deeds with good intentions. 

2. Good deeds with evil intentions. 

3. Evil deeds with good intentions. 

4. Evil deeds with evil intentions. 

With the exception of the first one, all the other types will be classified as 

evil and will all contribute towards incurring the displeasure of Allah % and 

lead one to eternal destruction in the hereafter. 


A deed, in this context, can be likened to a passport, with the intention 
being the visa. If the passport is faulty, then the successful outcome of a 
visa application will yield no benefit whatsoever, i.e. both the visa and the 
passport need to be sound. 


In order to succeed in the domain of religion, one has to acquire the 
knowledge of Din so that one is able to distinguish good deeds from evil 
ones. In order to acquire knowledge one will need to read authentic books 
and consult reliable ‘Ulama regarding one’s day-to-day matters. Success lies 
in performing as many good deeds as possible, and whilst practising good 
deeds one has to establish the quality of sincerity. This will be achieved by 
assessing the condition of the heart before, during and after the performance 
of each good deed. Only then can one hope that the deed will be accepted in 


the Court of Allah %. 
Verily those who believe and do good deeds, for them shall be gardens 
beneath which rivers flow. That is the great success. (85:11) 


(Extracted from ‘Sincerity of Intention’ published by At-Tazkiyah) 
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Being Hospitable Towards a 
Prominent Person 

Sayyiduna Jarir ibn Abdullah Al- 
Bajali 4 reports that he once went 
to see Rasulullah 3€ in his room at a 
time when there was a large crowd 
present. As Sayyiduna Jarir 4& stood 
at the door, Rasulullah 3* looked to 


his right and left but could not find 





ux ul. Resa: Al Quds MESE any pac for Sayyiduna Jari to 
sit. Rasulullah 3€ then took his shawl, 
folded it and threw it to Sayyiduna Jarir & saying, “Sit on this." When Sayyiduna Jarir 
caught the shawl, he held it against him, kissed it and then returned it to Rasulullah 
= saying, "O Rasulullah! May Allah honour you as you have honoured me.” Rasulullah 
said, “When a prominent person of a tribe comes to you, you should honour him.” 


(At-Tabaran1) 


Visiting a Muslim 
Sayyiduna Anas & reports that, “Rasulullah # used 


to forge a bond of brotherhood between every two 














Sahabah 4. (The bond became so strong that) the 
night would seem extremely long for each one of the 
two until he had met his brother. They would show 
great love and affection to each other when they did 
meet and would ask each other what he had done 
since they last met. As for the others (between whom 
no bonds were formed), not even three days would 
pass any of them without him getting to know what 


had happened to his brother.” (Abu Ya‘la) 
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